
Hi, I’m Cassidy Crisp, Media Relations Manager with La Plata County Humane Society (LPCHS), and I’m
excited to share more about the incredible work we do! Since 1971, LPCHS has been dedicated to helping
animals in need by providing shelter for the homeless, rescuing those in distress, and assisting in the
investigation of cruelty and abuse. Our mission is centered on finding forever homes for our animals while

fostering kindness and responsibility toward all living things through humane education.

Based in Durango, CO, and serving the Four Corners region, LPCHS cares for approximately 3,000 animals
each year with the help of 50 staff members and over 300 passionate volunteers. As an open-admission

shelter, we welcome every animal in need, providing medical and behavioral assessments, adoption
services, and critical care. Our efforts extend beyond the shelter through our Medical Services Department,

offering low-cost spay/neuter, vaccinations, and micro-chipping to the community, and our Animal
Protection Services team, which works with local authorities to keep animals safe.

Through participation in ReelTime Animal Rescue’s Compassion Education program, we’re thrilled to expand
our reach even further, connecting with students worldwide to share the importance of kindness,

responsibility, and animal welfare. While we proudly serve our community in Durango, this virtual platform
enables us to educate the next generation about the impactful work we do and the role they can play in

creating a more compassionate world for animals.

Together, we can make a lasting difference!
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Hi, I’m Dr. Sara Jecko and I have devoted nearly 25 years to inspiring others through education
grounded in nature, creativity, and compassion. With a Doctorate of Arts in Ecological Psychology,
my teaching journey has spanned classrooms, camps, colleges, and community workshops, all
united by one guiding principle: helping others rediscover their innate connection to the Earth and
the animal kingdom.

From an early age, I have been a fierce advocate for wildlife and animal welfare. My work as an
educator is deeply rooted in the belief that we are all ecological beings, interconnected, co-creating,
and belonging to the same living web. Whether through music, movement, storytelling, or simple
observation, I help learners of all ages engage with the natural world not as something separate,
but as home.

I believe creativity is not only an expressive outlet, but a way to reawaken our kinship with animals
and nature. My greatest joy comes from watching students light up with a sense of wonder, empathy,
and responsibility toward the beings we share this planet with.

Currently, I volunteer with Enlightening Animals Resource Center, a mission-driven organization
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and conservation of both wild and domestic animals. The
center provides emergency medical care, shelter, and resources, while also building educational
bridges between communities and the natural world. Through outreach programs, public education,
and wildlife conservation efforts, Enlightening Animals Resource Center claims to foster lasting
change for animals and ecosystems alike.

At the heart of my work, whether in the classroom or in the field, is my commitment to cultivating care
for the wild. My life’s work stands as a reminder that when we protect animals and honor the Earth,
we are ultimately protecting the most vital parts of ourselves.
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